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Application: 17/00346/ADV Township: Rochdale Ward: Rochdale Central

Appeal reference:  APP/P4225/Z/17/3180312

Site Address: 2-4 Halifax Road, Rochdale, OL16 2NL 
Applicant: Mr Paul O’Sullivan (Insite Poster 
Properties Limited) Agent: N/A

Proposal: Replacement of two existing 48 sheet advertisement hoardings with an internally 
illuminated  48 panel digital display unit - Resubmission of 16/01285/ADV

Decision level: Delegated (subject to call up)

Planning Inspectorate Decision: Appeal allowed – 01st November 2017 
- The advertisement Consent was refused by the Council on the grounds that the proposed 

internally illuminated digital display advertisement, by virtue of its size, prominent siting and 
night time illumination, would have a dominant and incongruous appearance within the 
street scene and would unacceptably harm the visual amenity of the locality. Furthermore, 
the advertisement would be harmful to the residential amenity of nearby occupiers located 
opposite the site to the west at No's 1 to 7 Halifax Road, also due to its size, scale, siting 
and night time illumination contrary to Policies DM1 and P3 of the Rochdale Core Strategy 
and the National Planning Policy Framework.

- The site is located off a busy main road in Rochdale and currently features 2 x 48 sheet 
illuminated hoardings which face opposing directions. The area has a mixed urban 
character. The proposal would replace the advertisements with one illuminated digital LED 
display, typically changing every 10 seconds, the transition between advertisements being 
instantaneous. Both existing and proposed advertisements are the same size and sited in a 
similar location. Luminance levels are proposed to be low.

- The inspector did not find that the constant illumination of the sign, particularly at the 
luminance levels proposed would cause harm to the amenity of the area and stated the 
changing images would have no greater effect upon amenity than the current 
advertisements .The inspector also found that it could even be seen as an improvement 
owing to the rundown appearance of the existing advertisements.

- The facing position of the sign would be at an oblique angle to the neighbouring dwellings 
and the inspector therefore considered that the proposal would have no detrimental effect 
upon the amenity of the residential properties.

- The inspector has allowed the appeal and concludes that the proposal would not harm 
amenity and therefore the proposal does not conflict with local and national policies. The 
inspector included a condition to control luminance in the hours of darkness and daylight, 
and controls relating to moving images, the frequency of changes and special effects in the 
interest of highway safety.


